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Black Physicians’ Relationships 
with:

• Black patients

• White patients

• White physicians

• Other black physicians



Black physicians had to 
overcome:

• Reluctance of black and white patients to 
use black physicians

• Low remuneration for services

• Barriers from the white medical world













Black Patients’ Responses 
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Black patient bias against
African American MDs:

• Only whites could be physicians

• Home treatments and rootwork

• Poorly trained or self-proclaimed AA docs





White Physicians’ Negative Responses 
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“Mr. Martin, you will find that the negro 
mind is incapable of any considerable 
development, and Dr. A., being a colored 
man, is not to be seriously regarded as a real 
physician. He is a good negro, but still a 
negro.”

White Tennessee physician to James Martin, 1920.



White MDs Isolate Black MDs:

• Refuse admission to medical societies





White MDs Isolate Black MDs:

• Refuse admission to medical societies

• Refuse admitting privileges to hospitals

• Refuse assistance and consultations



White Physicians’ Positive Responses 



Dr. J. W. Dupree to Dr. T. A. Walker (Baton 
Rouge):

“You are my colored medical brother, and I will 
go with you at any time.”

The Christian Educator, January 1887





White Patients’ Positive Responses 



Whites patronized AA MDs 
because:

• They felt they received good care

• They paid lower or no fees

• They had special problems best cared for by 
black physicians



















Black Physicians Work Together 



Black MDs gained success 
because:

• Some white physicians lent a helping hand

• Black physicians overcame negative racial 
attitudes of whites and African Americans by:
-practicing good medicine

-trying to build good race relations

-addressing obstacles in their paths





















Early Black Medical Societies

1884 - Medico-Chirurgical Society of DC

1886 - Lone Star State Medical, Dental, and Pharmaceutical 
Association (TX)

1887 - Old North State Medical Society (NC) 

1895 – National Medical Association
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